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celebrated and perhaps the least objectionable confession is the Augsburgh or Augustan confession, which was drawn up by Luther and Melancthon on behalf of themselves and other reformers, and presented in 1530 to the Emperor Charles V. at the Diet of Augusta, or Augsburgh, in the name of the evangelic body. This confession contains twenty-eight chapters, of which the greatest part is employed in representing with perspicuity and truth the religious opinions of the Protestants, and the rest in pointing out the errors and abuses that occasioned their separation from the Church of Rome. It asserts in the strongest manner the doctrines of Baptismal Regeneration, the Real Presence in the Eucharist, and the necessity of Absolution.
CONFESSIONAL. An enclosed seat or recess in foreign churches where penitents make confession to their priests.
CONFESSOR. A name given to those who confessed the doctrine of CHRIST before heathen or persecuting judges; or to those who firmly endured punishment for defending the faith: if they died under their torments they were called Martyrs. Our LORD says that he will confess before His heavenly FATHER, them that shall confess HIM before men. (Matt. x. 32.) The Church of England can bless GOD for having honoured her with many Confessors, especially during the persecution which was, under the usurpation of Oliver Cromwell, raised against her by Presbyterians, Independents, and Infidels. In the time of Queen Mary also there were Confessors as well as Martyrs.
CONFIRMATION. This is a Latin word which signifies strengthening. It is used to express the rite in which the indwelling grace of the HOLY GHOST is sought for those who have been made children of GOD in Baptism, to which Sacrament it is, strictly speaking, a supplemental rite. This Ordinance is called Confirmation, because they who duly receive it are confirmed or strengthened for the fulfilment of their Christian duties by the grace therein bestowed upon them. The words which accompany Confirmation in the Eastern Churches are : t{ The Seal of the Gift of the HOLY GHOST :" and the effect of it is well expressed in that ancient prayer which, from the earliest times, has keen used in all the Western Churches: